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in toylinge and drudgerye the person which for that offence Is con-
dempned to bondage. And very ofte it chaunceth that the depent-
atince of the one, and the earneste diligence of the other, dothe so
move the prince with pytie and compassion, that he restoreth the
bonde person from servitude to libertie and fredom again. But If the
same partie be taken eftsones in that faulte there is no other waye
but death. To other trespaces no prescript punishmente is appoynted
by anye tawe. But accordinge to the heynousenes of the offense, or
contrarye, so the punishmente is moderated by the discretion of the
counsel!.
The husbandes chastice theire wyfes, and the parentes theire chil-
dren, oneles they have done anye so horryble an offense, that the
open punyshemente thereof maketh muche for the advauncemente of
honeste maners. But moste comrnenlye the moste heynous faultles be
punyshed with the incommoditie of bondage. For that they suppose
to be to the offenders no less griefe, and to the common wealth more
profit, then yf they should hastely put them to death, and so make
them quite out of the waye. For there cummeth more profit of theire
laboure, then of theire deathe, and by theire example they feare other
the longer from lyke offenses. But if they beinge thus used, doo
rebel! and kicke againe, then forsothe they be slayne as desperate and
wild beastes, whom neither prison nor chaine coulde restraine and
kepe under. But they, whiche take theire bondage pacientlye, be
not lefte all hopeles. For after they have bene broken and tamed
with long miseries, if then thei shewe such repentaunce, as therebye
it maye bee perceaved that they be soryer for their offense then for
their punyshemente: sumtymes by the Prynces prerogatyve, and sum-
tymes by the voyce and consent of the people, theire bondage either
is mitigated, or els cleane released and forgeven.
He that moveth to advoutreye is in no less datmger and jeoperdie
then yf he hadde committed advoutrye in dede. For in all offenses
they counte the intente and pretensed purpose as evel as the acte or
dede it selfe, thinking that no lette oughte to excuse him that did his
beste to have no lette. They have singular delite and pleasure in
foles. And as it is a greate reproche to do annye of them hurte or
injury, so they prohibite not to take pleasure of foolyshnes. For that.,
they thinke, dothe muche good to the fooles. And if any man be so sadde
and sterne, that he cannot laugh neither at their wordes nor at their
dedes, none of them be committed to his tuition; for feare least he
would not intreate them gentilly and favorably enough: to whom they
should brynge no delectation (for other godnes in them is none)
muche lesse anye proffite should they yelde him. To mocke a man for
his deformitie, or for that he lacketh anye parte or lymme of his
bodvee. is counted great dishonestye and reproche, not to him that is